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F a c u l t y  S p o t l i g h t

Getachew joined Hocking College in 2006 as a full time faculty 
and teaches botany, zoology, environmental chemistry and 
general biology in the Department of Natural Resources. 
He previously taught several biotechnology courses such 
as molecular biology, cell culture, biochemistry, forensic 
DNA, bioprocessing and biotech lab instrumentation at Hocking 
College in the Department of Industrial Technology.  

Prior joining Hocking College, Getachew was a research associate (post doc fellow) at The Ohio State 
University in the Department of Agricultural Engineering working on plant agronomy/genetics. Currently 
he is involved in eye melanoma research projects at OSU Ophthalmology Department during school 
breaks, and teaches biology courses at Columbus State Community College as an adjunct professor. 

Getachew earned his Ph.D. in crop science (breeding and genetics) from Oregon State University, 
M.S. in agronomy/pathology from Temirazieve Academy, Moscow Russia, and associate degree in 
horticulture from Ethiopia. 

Getachew serves on the Student Success Committee at Hocking College. His hobby is playing soccer, 
jogging and reading research articles in botany and zoology and other fields. 
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